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Problem
Pancreatic cancer is the third leading cause of cancer related death in 
the US and is predicted to become the second leading cause of cancer 
mortality by 2020. 
Most pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC) are asymptomatic 
until it's too late, contributing to an overall 5-year survival rate of 7%.

Solution
Dr. K  Zaret has developed a 2-protein panel blood test for early 
detection of pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma.

Early Detection of Pancreatic Cancer
A 2-protein panel blood test for early detection of pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma.
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STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT
Identified a two proteins 
signature in plasma that detect 
early stage pancreatic ductal 
adenocarcinoma.
Future plans include:
1- prospective validation of this
signature;
2-development of a new set of
biomarkers
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• Assay done via ELISA
• No biopsy needed
• Early detection of pancreatic cancer 

ROC curves for THBS2, CA19-9, and THBS2 + CA19-9 
concentrations in plasma samples from patients with all 
stages of PDAC versus healthy controls.   
(D) PDAC, n = 197; controls, n = 140 studies. 

Advantages
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